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Site Description

Title:  SchoolWorld Internet Education

URL:  www.schoolworld.asn.au
System Requirements:  Only a computer with internet access is required. No special plug-in software or sound card is needed.

Site Author:  The organization that authors this web site is SchoolWorld Internet Education Foundation (more information to follow).

Subject Areas:  A wide range of content areas, such as history, geography and culture, language arts, science, and math. As far as English language development, students would be working on reading, writing, speaking and listening to complete the projects on this web site.

Target Audience:  This site is intended for kindergarten through grade 12 teachers and students, administrators, and parents. It is not specifically for ESL teachers, but there is much on the site that can be of value for teaching English learners.

Summary

This site provides a selection of programs, web-based projects, and educational and technical resources to schools around the globe. They offer a platform where students and teachers may communicate with their peers internationally, and where they may collaborate to design, promote, and carry out projects together. Anyone is able to peruse the site and explore the on-going projects, but in order to participate in these collaborative projects, the school (not an individual student or teacher) must become a member. As far as I can tell, membership is free and quite widespread. They have over 12,000 schools in 88 countries, making for a very wide and varied pool of fellow learners. 

Most of the projects are cross-curricular in nature, and also span several grades. Detailed lesson plans are included for the teachers and, with projects that are already up and running, guidelines for and examples of student work are available. 

Contents

Educational Objectives:  
· To increase students’ and teachers’ use and knowledge of internet technology

· To demonstrate the internet as a viable tool for the classroom

· To promote interaction and understanding among individuals of different cultures

· To encourage students to collaborate, to solve problems, and to communicate ideas clearly and effectively

Organization/Structure:  The site is divided into four main sections:

· About SchoolWorld      SchoolWorld is introduced as a Global Internet Classroom for Kindergarten through grade 12 students and teachers. The authoring organization, SchoolWorld Internet Education Foundation, is an international group (although mostly Australians and Americans) of educators and computer technology people committed to providing a platform for using the internet to enhance education in schools worldwide. Also included in this section are pages devoted to their mission statement, goals, awards received, and short introductions of the team members that author and manage the web site. 

· Membership      The main page of this section lists the 88 countries with member schools, along with their national flag. The viewer can click on the country and then go to the individual schools in that nation that are involved with SchoolWorld. Some schools listed there have a link to the school’s web page. There is also a page with a list of homeschool members, as well as a number of universities. Another page in this section lists several other web sites that are under SchoolWorld’s umbrella, ePals  http://www.epals.com/ and Ask ERIC http://www.askeric.org/ among them.

· Other SchoolWorld Sites      Of interest in this section is a link to Cincinatti Children’s Hospital, which offers a lot of health information for teachers, school health personnel, and parents.

· Programs/Projects   To be discussed in the next section
Content/Type of Activities:    

· Programs/Projects     There are 28 different projects listed in this section, divided into the following categories:  
1. Student to Student and Class to Class Exchanges 
2. Reference, Service, and Social Action Projects 
3. Worldwide Adventures 
Most of these projects are ongoing and member schools can register for them at any time. Others, however, are finished already, and presumably can only be viewed at this time. The projects in this section are of an international interest. There is also another page, similar to this one in the categories listed, in which more locally oriented, as opposed to international, projects are offered. Here is a sampling from each of the sections in this international section.
Student to Student and Class to Class Exchanges

· Monster Exchange  Students in one classroom draw pictures of monsters. Then they describe their “monsters” to students in another class, via posting on the SchoolWorld web site. The readers must then reconstruct the pictures as best they can from the written description. The fun comes when both pictures, as well as the written description, are posted for all to see.

· Geo-Mystery Project  Students choose one unique place, either their hometown or a place they are studying. They may find or take pictures, write captions and include some other subtle descriptions and clues. They also must include the latitude and longitude coordinates for their city. These are then posted on the SchoolWorld site and other classes may try to figure out where in the world this place is and may email their guesses directly to the school.

· Poet’s Corner   Instructions and examples are given monthly for a different type of poetry. Member school students can try their hand at writing poems and send them in to SchoolWorld, who then compiles them into an anthology of poems from around the world, sending them back to participating member schools by file attachment.

· ePals International Keypal Program  This is the familiar keypal site where students and teachers can find email partners around the world. Participants include more than 20,000 classes in 115 countries, and students can choose from about 8 different languages to communicate in. The ePals site, http://www.epals.com/,  is actually under the umbrella of SchoolWorld. 

Reference, Service, and Social Action Projects

· Culture Centre   This project is open to students of all grades, and the subject matter crosses many content areas. Students are expected to research to find information about their own culture or a culture that they are interested in. They report on the history and background of the culture, relate a folktale, select a recipe, and describe a special game or activity, and tell about a special holiday celebrated by that people. A detailed lesson description is provided for the teacher.

· Endangered Species   This project is part of a larger program called SchoolWorld Zoo Program  http://www.schoolworld.asn.au/spec1.html.

Students select an endangered animal that they then research. They submit a report describing the animal, its habitat, problems that it faces, and possible solutions, as well as pictures. The reports are then posted on the SchoolWorld web site for all to access.

· Nations of the World   This is a reference site for students to research the countries of the world. They may view maps and flags, hear the national anthems, as well as read details of the history, resources, and peoples.

World Wide Adventures

· Bancroft Arneson Expedition to Antarctica   This expedition actually finished last year but students can still log on and find information about the expedition and read journals of the participants.

· Camell Expedition   This is an ongoing expedition by camel (surprise, surprise) across Australia in which students and teachers can follow the expedition with email updates as well as noting progress on the web site. The stated purpose of the project is to increase awareness of both trade issues and endangered species. There are various student research project possibilities listed on their web site http://www.atlas.co.uk/camell/. 

Online Help Resources   

· Tek Teachers   SchoolWorld offers online help for teachers, students and parents in many different content areas. Email addresses are included along with the volunteer member teacher’s area of expertise. 

· Home Page Help   This is a resource page in which there are many links to help newcomers acquire the technology skills necessary.

· Resource Centre   This page has links to numerous other pages relating to specific content areas, such as science, literature, social studies, aerospace,etc.

Site Evaluation

This web site seems well organized and attractive, and I believe it would be motivating for both teachers and students. Because of the variety of projects offered, encompassing different levels of computer technology from simple email to web page design, as well as involving many content areas, I believe most teachers could find collaborative project possibilities suitable for their classes. The accomplishment of these projects would certainly increase students’ and teachers’ use and knowledge of internet technology. The projects require that the internet be used in many different ways in the classroom, such as collaboration through email, research and reporting, and web site design. The fact that most of the projects are of an international nature as well as the very broad base of member schools ensures that students will have many opportunities to interact and collaborate with individuals of different cultures. 

As I am not yet a member of SchoolWorld I don’t have full access to its projects. Without really having experienced a collaborative project, it’s difficult to say how well organized or easy to follow they would be in reality. After having explored the site in detail, it seems that it is motivating, and its offered projects would provide meaningful experiences for learners. Although the web site has a strong Australian/American base, it seems that the projects are quite international in nature and I did not detect any cultural bias. Students and teachers have many choices, both between and within projects.

